Family Fun Activities

Bowling 
Kids 15 and under can bowl two free games every day, times vary., from May 1 – September 30 , at participating bowling centers.
www.kidsbowlfree.com (Must be registered, so go to website to register)


Sun Ray Lanes


2245 Hudson Rd


St. Paul, MN 55119


651-735-3222

 

Como Zoo 
1250 Kaufman. St. Paul (off Lexington Parkway at Horton)  651-487-8200
Summer Hours: open 10:00 am - 6:00 pm every day (April 1 - Sept. 30).
Winter Hours: open 10:00 am - 4:00 pm every day (Oct. 1 - March 31).
The zoo is free to all. http://www.comozooconservatory.org/
Groovin’ in the gardens

Free concert series at Como Zoo Park& Conservatory, kids will be entertained by a climbing wall, bouncy house and lawn games. 

Every Wednesday, June 18 – August 6 from 6pm to- 8pm 

More information for the lineup: http://www.comozooconservatory.org/news/were-going-to-be-groovin-in-the-gardens-free-outdoor-concert-series-line-up-announced/
 

Craft Activities 
Every Saturday morning from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. there are free interactive craft activities for kids ages 3 and up at the Lakeshore Learning Store, 5699 W.16th Street, St. Louis Park, (952) 541-0991. No need to call ahead.  

http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/general_content/store_locations/storeCrafts.jsp?f=m
  

Free Airplane Ride 
The EAA Young Eagles program was launched in 1992 to give interested youth ages 8 - 17 an opportunity to go flying in a general aviation airplane. These flights are offered free of charge. 
Call 920-426-6114 or visit http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-youth-education/eaa-young-eagles-program for more information.

  

$1 Movies 
Kids 12 and under are admitted for $1 for triple features (if you stay can awake!) at local drive-in theater Vali-Hi north of I-94 at Manning in Lake Elmo. Call 651-436-7464 for showtimes.
Regal Theaters Summer Family Film Festival offers $1 G and PG-rated movies on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at Eagan Stadium 16 Theater on 2055 Cliff Road for nine weeks each summer. www.regmovies.com/nowshowing/familyfilmfestivalschedule.asp

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youngeagles.org/programs/youngeagles/requestflight.asp" \t "_blank" x?state=MN
 

FREE Performances
Free Courtroom Concert Recital Series by the Schubert Club take place every Thursday, October – April, Noon-1 p.m. Located in Courtroom 317 at the Landmark Center, 75 W. 5th St., downtown St. Paul.  http://schubert.org/concerts/courtroom-concerts/
Free Concerts by the Minnesota Sinfonia are held several times each month.  The Minnesota Sinfonia’s mission is to serve the musical and educational needs of the citizens of Minnesota, with special emphasis given to families with young children, inner-city youth, seniors and those with limited financial means.   Check www.mnsinfonia.org or call 612-871-1701 for a schedule of performances. 

U OF M Music School presents free band and orchestra concerts throughout the school year. Most take place in the evening at the Ted Mann Concert Hall on the West Bank of the U of M in Minneapolis. Visit www.music.umn.edu/events  or call 612-624-2345 for a list of performances. 
 

Home Depot 
Free building projects for kids on the 1st Saturday of every Month from 9 a.m. to Noon. Call your local Home Depot for details.  Click here for more details http://ext.homedepot.com/community/blog/free-home-depot-kids-workshop-first-saturday-month/
Lowe's
Free kids' Build and Grow woodworking clinics on selected Saturdays. Find dates, themes and pre-registration online at  http://lowesbuildandgrow.com/pages/fullschedule.aspx

Mall of America - Lego Land 
West side of first floor (Nickelodeon Universe) 
Lego Land has a free hands-on imaginative play area featuring different sized Legos for all ages. 

 

 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
The 3rd Thursday of each month is free after 4:30 p.m. from June to August and Free Thursdays all Day November to March. Located 4 miles west of Chanhassen on Hwy 5. (just west of intersection of State Hwys. 5 and 41.)  Call 952-443-1459 or visit www.arboretum.umn.edu for more information.
 

Passport to Play
Passport to Play, available through the St. Paul and Dakota County Libraries, allows families to check out a pass for four  free admissions to the Minnesota Children's Museum http://www.mcm.org/ . One of those admitted must be an adult The Passport can be checked out at any library location and is valid for one week.They can be used Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to close.. For more information in St. Paul call 651-266-7034 or visit http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us.  For Dakota County, call  and 651-266-7000 or visit http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/library .  

 

State Capitol Tour 
651-296-2881 
See the Legislature in action in the historic House and Senate chambers. See the original furnishings and vivid colors of the restored House, Senate, Supreme Court and Rathskeller Cafe by acclaimed architect Cass Gilbert. Weather permitting, tour includes a visit to Quadriga (the golden horses). 
Free Guided Tours every hour on the hour  weekdays 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. ,  Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. , and 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. on Sundays. Groups of 10 or more need reservations two weeks in advance. 


Free Goods
From cars to cats, you can get almost anything for free through the Freecycle Network™- http://www.freecycle.org/ - a grassroots nonprofit movement of people who are giving (and getting!) stuff for free in their own towns. Membership is free and Minnesota currently has over 60 groups. A one-click online sign up will generate an automatic e-mail to get you started.

 
Free Printables 
Find forms and templates you can print from your home computer. Includes arts & crafts, calendars & planners, cards & stationary, charts & logs, coloring books, forms, gift tags, bags & boxes, recipe cards, teaching materials and much more at 
http://www.thefrugalshopper.com/directory/links6.html  

Red Balloon Bookshop
Stop in for storytimes and special events that are always free at the Red Balloon Bookshop.  891 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, 651-224-8320. 
Baby Storytime: Tuesdays 10:30 – 11 a.m. 
Preschool Storytime: Wednesdays 10:30 – 11 a.m.

Toddler Storytime: Thursdays 10:30 – 11 a.m.

Check www.redballoonbookshop.com for upcoming visits by award winning authors.

 

StoryLine 
Call 952-352-1350 to hear excellent children's books read aloud by local actors. Available 24/7, free throughout the Twin Cities. 
http://www.storylinemn.org/
 

Wild Rumpus Books 
2720 W. 43rd St., Linden Hills 
Wild Rumpus Books is a great free destination for little ones and parents alike. The store boasts a menagerie of pets from cats to rats and all manner of birds in between.  Check out the regularly scheduled "Tail Time" on Monday mornings at 10:30, or visit on a Saturday for other free events. Call 612-920-5005 or visit www.wildrumpusbooks.com for details. 

 

American Swedish Institute  
2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis 
612-871-4907  
http://www.asimn.org/ASI/Home.html
Children under six are admitted free when accompanied by an adult.  Admission is always free for members of the American Swedish Institute. 

 
Bakken Museum  
3537 Zenith Avenue South Minneapolis, MN 55416
The Bakken is a family-friendly museum of electrical history, technology and inventions. Admission is $7 for adults, and $5 for kids. Admission for children under the age of four is free.  The Bakken is open from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, and is open late from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. on Thursdays.  Closed Sundays and Mondays.
Learn more here: http://thebakkenmuseum.wordpress.com/ or by calling 612-926-3878. 
Bell Museum of Natural History 
10 SE Church Street, Minneapolis , MN, 612-624-7083 
www.bellmuseum.org 
The Bell Museum is filled with displays and activities about science and natural history, including Minnesota habitats.  Enjoy free admission on Sundays.  


Minnesota Children's Museum 
10 W. 77th St., St. Paul 
Corner of 7th and Wabasha 
651-225-6000 
www.mcm.org 
Free admission the 3rd Sunday of each month, made possible by the Target Foundation.

 

Minnesota History Center Museum
10 W. 7th Street 
Downtown St. Paul 
651-259-3000 
http://www.minnesotahistorycenter.org/
Admission always free to MHS members and children under age 1. Free to the public Tuesdays from 5 to 8 p.m.  Admission is $8.95 for all others.
 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
2400 3rd Ave.S 
Minneapolis
612-870-3131
www.artsmia.org
Free general admission every day. The Institute is proud to offer Ford Free Sundays in partnership with Ford Motor Co. every second Sunday of the month from 11a.m.-5 p.m. during which the museum offers live music, art tours, family center activities, audio tours, interactive learning stations, treasure hunts and more, all free! (Family Sunday)
 

Science Museum of Minnesota
120 W Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul 
651-221-9444
www.smm.org
Admission for children under 5 is free on Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for Preschool Playdates
 

Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum 
333 East River Road 
U of M campus, East Bank, Mpls. 
612-625-9494 
www.weisman.umn.edu 
Free admission
 

Walker Art Center 
725 Vineland Place, Mpls.
612-375-7577
www.walkerart.org 
Free gallery admission from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. every Thursday night. 
Free admission and family programming the first Saturday of every month. The Sculpture Garden is always free. 
________________________________________________________________________
The Works

,9740 Grand Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 55420

(952) 888-4262

https://www.theworks.org/
A hands-on, child-friendly museum that explores science, technology and engineering. Admission is $8 per person for adults and children. The exhibits, the Design Lab and special activity days are included in admission. Children two and under are free. 

Choo Choo Bob's Train Store

2050 Marshall Ave.

St. Paul, MN  55104

651-646-5252

Free play tables for kids in store. Storytime select days at 10 a.m., see website.
http://choochoobobs.com/store/
Jackson Street Roundhouse

193 Pennsylvania Avenue East

St. Paul, MN 

651-228-0263http://www.mtmuseum.org
Open Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, admission ranges from $5 - $10.  Admission for children under 2 is free. 
.

Saint Paul Public Libraries
Library Story Times:  Children ages 2 through 5 and their caregivers enjoy weekly time sharing stories, songs, and rhymes. Younger and older siblings are always welcome at our storytimes!  Baby storytimes are specifically developed to include stories, songs, rhymes and playtime for children ages birth through two years and their caregivers.

Go to http://www.sppl.org/brainchild/resources/library-resources/storytimes for a Story time calendar.

Summer Reading Program: The Saint Paul Public Library's annual Summer Reading Program is for kids ages 0 to 18 and runs from June through August. The program aims to keep school children active in learning during the summer months by encouraging them to read what they choose in order to earn book rewards. All 12 Saint Paul Public Libraries and the Bookmobile host a variety of summer reading events, including music, animals, magic, juggling, acrobats and more for children and their families.
More information at: http://host6.evanced.info/melsa/stpaul/eventcalendar.asp?ag=&et=Summer+Reading&df=list&cn=0&private=0&ln=ALL
Movies at the Library for Kids and Teens:  Many libraries show free, family-friendly movies (often with treats included!) that are open to everyone. The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library shows outdoor movies on Friday evenings starting at dusk in the Kellogg courtyard behind Latimer Central Library in downtown Saint Paul.
More information at:
http://www.sppl.org/movies
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation

The Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Department offers a variety of activities and camps that allow kids of all ages to explore their different talents and spend time outside.
Highland Park Aquatic Center features the state's first aquatic climbing wall, plus diving boards, water geysers, concessions, and picnic shelters. The Great River Water Park indoor facility offers a lap pool, children's aquatic play area, and water slides. The Phalen Park Beach features day-time swimming June through August and sailing lessons!

Go to http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?nid=3244 for more information.

Twin Cities River Rats

During the summer months, watch a local waterski group perform along the Mississippi for no charge. Come to their home shows near downtown Minneapolis. For exact location and show schedule go to http://www.tcriverrats.com/
Sinfonia Winter and Summer Concert Series
The Minnesota Sinfonia offers free admission concerts and educational programs in and around the Twin Cities. For more information visit http://www.mnsinfonia.org/.
Other resources for finding activities:

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation
Check out the website there are a number of events this summer http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=3244 
Saint Paul Public Libraries
The Saint Paul Public Libraries has a calendar with most of the activities for the summer in Saint Paul: http://host6.evanced.info/melsa/stpaul/eventcalendar.asp?ag=&et=&df=calendar&cn=0&private=0&ln=ALL
Sprockets Events Calendar
Event calendar for upcoming youth and family-friendly events: http://sprocketssaintpaul.org/events-calendar
Sprockets Program Finder

Discover summer programs near you here: http://sprocketssaintpaul.com/program-finder
Visit Saint Paul calendar 
Here you can find an event with by date of all Saint Paul’s activities:  ttp://www.visitsaintpaul.com/Events-Calendar
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory
For specific events at Como Zoo there is a summer calendar online http://www.comozooconservatory.org/events/events-calendar/

